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are bciiuinbed, or frost-bitteii, it is much bet'er to bathe them inverj' iioUl uatfr, or 
*ven siio'.v and. wati.r, than to hiilil thciii iienr a fuv ; for diirinj; the torpid state, 
Iheie is ill) .iccmmilation of the sensorial or vital priiiciple, svhich, when the cold is 
rx^uiuved, t-xcltes sucli licat and pain, as, in many instances, to prodnce high in* 
flaaauatiuu, and sometimes even mortifieation. 



NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

T'rom Siiwnbar 2t), lilt Deremier 20. 

It is often within the power of man to exercise a portion of benevolenon, wliile 
philanthropy routines kindness to our own speeies, the divine attribute of benevo- 
jftnee extenils to every liviiic; cieatui-.c, and ealls to us to alleviate their sufferings. 
While snovv covers the earth, and frost binds up the n'ateis, the feeling heart 
must pity the distress and strive to »lve comfort and sustenance to the winged 
inhahilants of the air, whose Jively lAotious interest, and whose music adds a charnj 
to the rnrai scene. 

Alany, driven from their native wilds by the inclemency of the season, seek the 
plains of Ireland in bn]jes of liiidin^ that comfort vvJiich their own country denied 
them, but scarcely ai'e they arrived, fatigued with the leiis;tti of their journey, and 
weak fiiim w»nt of food, ere they experience new calamities. In vain do they 
seek the silent wood, or ti-ust to generosity for protecrjon, no pau;^* are felt 
by the greedy epicure or thoughtless sportsman when innocence and beauty die. 
It is to innoccfue and Btanty they call for protection, let the youthful hand 
scatter food and they will sive life and happiness to hundreds. Let them puard 
their rural walks against all destroyers of the feathered tribes, and tli« consci- 
ousness of having; done a sioikI .action will make the music of the groves awaken 
ideas which the virtuous alone can enjnv. 

Nov. "i'i. That beautiful evergreen Ivy (Ueikrii fleliv^ which ffives to the venerable 
ruin a pleasing sloom, and picturesque effect, is now go-.ng out of bloom and its 
ilouers are giving place to its black t)erries which ripcu through onr coldest win- 
ters, and afford a i?rateful food ro Thrushes, Blackbirds &c. 

The Thrush and the common Wren continued singing, during mild days, until thg 
17th of JDecember. 

So uncommonly warm lyas the weather before the 17th, that on the Pth, a Net- 
tle Butterfly (I'apilio Ijrtica) appeared, and on the evening of the ICth, Bats were 
flyins about; Heart's case (Viola tricolor) was in flower, Uepaticas (.inemone he- 
patica) Primroses (Primula vulgaris' and Black Helsbore (Heleborus nigcr) were 
expandinl their flowers. 

On the 20lh about .Sunrise the clouds exhibited those beautiful tinges of colour 
%a much .admired in Italian pictures, and the golden red mistyness through which 
the distant landscape i.ppcared gave an idea of the glowing atmosphere of a Sou- 
ttccn cliuiute. ______ 

METEOKOGICAL REPORT. 

from S'ovember SO, liii Uecemher 20, 
Heap on more wood ! the wind is chill j 
But let it whistle as it will. 
We'll keep our Christmas merry still, 
Each a'.^e has deem'd the new born year 
The fittest time tor festal cheer. ficoTT's MARiyttoK. 

During the same period last ye^r we experienced the severest frost that had 
{>een known for several, years. It bejaii on the lOth'Ol Novi niber by a slight 
Frost which increased gradually to the 'lli\, when the 1 hermometer at 9 a. m, 
stood at 17; at P v. M. it was at 'iiij iVom ^vhlch time it was not observed 
lower than 24. Duriug that time the jrround was on the 27tU of November, 
covered regnUrly over with snow to the depth of six inches, and on the 9thof 
Oecember, a solid sheet of Ice covered the Channel from the quay of Belfast 
to below the dry dock. This season we have had on the 

2 1st of November . . Brilliant, with showers. 

22, Misty rain — throughout the day. 

2i, . Mild pleasant day-^with slight showers. 

'24 Mild dark pleasant day. 

23, Misty rain. 

26, Dark breezy Morning— r-misty rain, 

27 • . . Very wet night, misty wet morning until I ?. m. 

2S, Misty day; ice in the Morning ^ of an inch thick, 

29, Wet night, very misty morning, afterwstrdi a wet day. 

SO, Windy, BriUiant, \vitli showers. 
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1st December, , . Breezy, Brilliant, with showers. 

2 Sanit. 

3, Very stormy wet n\%\\t. Biillia/it breezy day, with show- 

4 Brilliant pleasant day. [ers. 

5, ,, Rain in the nirlit, moist warm duy. 

6 Stormy oiiH sliouery. 

7 Cool elear, and showery. 

8, Mild pleasant day with a trifling misty tliowcr. 

9, ...... . . . Dark wet oalin day. 

]0, Vine mild dny, 

11, Mis-ty dry day. 

152, 13 ....... Dark ilvy pleasant day. 

14 A triflinir shower, towards the latter p.irt clear and cold. 

15. Hoarfrost in the morninsc, and tliin iee; mild pleasantday. 

16, Ice abmit i of an meli thick — snow fulling— ;jroiiud 

covered abo\it '2 inehes deep by 3 p. m. 

17 Squalls with large flakes of snow throutihthe day. 

18, Snow showers tbrnmih the day. 

19 Feeble sun shint — Wind north and hoys on the ice. 

20, Pleasant frosty ilay. 

The variation of the Baremeter has been very tridini:, on the 2d of Deeembcr 
H was at 8 a. m. 28.8; during the rest of the time, it ranged from 'iP. 1 to 30. 
but was on the l,i December as hgli as 30,'k 

On the 5th of December the Thermometer at 8 a. m. was as high as ."Jl, and or» 
the 2f)th as low as 24, but the whole period may be reckoned warm f'lr the season. 
The wind was observed in the Northern points 12 times, in the southern 15, Kas- 
tern 3, and Westerly 26. 

CELESTIAL PHEXOMEN.A, 

rOR JANUAKY, 1809. 

■pirst, the Moon passes the meridiau at 36 min. past 11 o'clock, v. h. bavins;' 
been full 30 min. past nine but without an eclipse; at this time we may observe 
sround her many beautiful stars, but whose brilliancy is diminished by her superior 
splendor; almost south of her a little west of the meridian is the Sd. star of the Twins, 
and considerably south isSiiius, the brightest star in the heavens ; Orion is near 
the meridian on the same side. On the East we may see Castor and Pollux, I'ro- 
cyon, Alphared, Regulus, Denebola, Cor Caroli, &c. formini;, if the nicht 1m clear 
and frosty, a beautilul sight even to the superficial observer, but mnth uiore so to 
the Astronomer. 

Fifth, She passes our meridian at 5 min. past 2 a. m. at which time Reunlns 
is a little north west of her, Denebola, in the Lion's Tail, north east and Spica 
in the Virgin at a greater distance south east, and at midnight she is distant 
from this .star 47" 32', and from Pollux 44* 25'. 

Tenth, she rises in the morning at a considerable distance under the first star 
of the Virgin, and Mars having passed near this star ibout mmn ov» the yih, she 
is soon followed by Herschell, who is now near the first of the Balance and to- 
wards which she is now directing her course. 

Fifteenth, She passes the meridian at 37 min, past 11 A. M, and on the 16th 
is new Moon at 46 min. past, a. m. 

Twentieth, The-two beautifnl planets, .Inpiter and Venus, are considerably be- 
low the Moon at o, she Is 56" 7' from Aldebaran and 58" 4S' from the Sun. 

Twenty-fifth, She passes the meridian, at 58 min. past 6, p. m. being near the 
line batween the Pleiades and Aldebaran, the former stars being above her to the 
west and the latter below her to the east of the meridian, at 6, she is b'l". 4' and 
at 9, 500 38' from Pollux. 

Thirtieth, She passes the meridiau 2 min. past II, p. m. having above lier-the 
two small stars in the Nebula in the Crab, in and below her the small stars in the 
head of Hydra, but her superior splendor will scarcely permit them to be seen. 

Mars is in his superior conjunction on the 19th, and of course is too near the 
sun to be seen. 

Venus and Jupiter are evening fstars ; the brilliancy of the former during this 
month cannot fail to arrest the attention of the curious, particularly on clear 
frosty evenings j The latter still appears very beautiful. 

Mars, passes our meridian oji the 1st at half past 5 a.m. and on the25th at 25 min. p. 4. 

Saturn is a niorning star, he passes our meridian on the 1st, at 39uiin. past 8 a. m. 
»nd on the 25th at 5 min. past 7, 

Herschell is a morning star and is on the meridian on the first at 17 min. past 
7 A, M.j;»ndon the3l3t«t 31 min. paste. 



